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A B S T R A C T  
The present study aims to identify the factors that cause the marginalization of the
presentation of the INTRODUCTION TO THE ENVIRONMENT course. The 
research was conducted using a qualitative approach, specifically the Grounded Theory 
Method, with the participation of professionals and experts in a Delphi panel. The 
study's participants included teaching Vice-Chancellors of all faculties at Ferdowsi 
University of Mashhad, Iran, specialized professors of the course, and executive 
officials at the Department of the Environment of Razavi Khorasan Province. A semi-
structured interview was conducted through targeted sampling. The interviews 
continued until theoretical saturation was reached, and the resulting transcripts were 
analyzed and coded to identify the main and secondary topics. The results show that 
the causal conditions for the marginalization of the course presentation are "non-
compulsory presentation," "conflict of interests among the presenters," "lack of 
monitoring the quantity and quality of the presentation of this course," "lack of 
integration of the course content across different academic disciplines," and "weakness 
in informing and explaining the importance of presenting this course." The contextual 
conditions include "management transition and conflict of views among educational 
managers" and "lack of information and activism among students." The intervening 
conditions are "lack of textbooks and curriculum transparency" and "resistance to new 
contents and lecturers." Proposed strategies to address these issues include "creating 
the authority to present and monitor the course," "making the course compulsory," 
"preparing textbooks, setting the curriculum, and establishing a specialized team of 
lecturers," and "implementing sensory education." The predictable consequences of 
implementing these strategies are "increasing environmental awareness," 
"strengthening the spirit of environmental activism among students," and "organizing 
environmental education and nature experience at the higher education level." Finally, 
the study presents a paradigm model that offers a comprehensive approach to higher 
education policymakers.
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Table 1. Compression of the Items Extracted from the Text of the Semi-Structured Interviews in the form of 

Open, Central and Selective Codes 

 
Open Codes 

 
Central Codes 

 
Selective 

Codes 

It is not mandatory to provide courses on environmental 
knowledge, and faculties prefer to offer tested courses from 

previous semesters 

Lack of mandate for 
presenting this course 

Causal 
conditions 

There is a lack of convergence and unanimity among 
several claimant groups in the faculties of agriculture, 

natural resources, environment, literature, and humanities, 
which leads to the lack of centrality in presenting 

environmental education in a coherent way in a single 
faculty. 

Conflict of Interest among 
claimants of this course 

The faculties of law, administrative sciences, engineering, 
agriculture, and literature and humanities have claimed that 

the units provided in the field of environmental sciences 
within their respective faculties are adequate and do not 

require additional environmental knowledge units. 

The problem of presenting the "Introduction to the 
Environment" course is further complicated by 
unresolved differences between the faculty and 
various groups within the university, which are 

intertwined with other issues. 

There is a lack of hardware and software facilities, 
infrastructure, and sufficient determination to carry out 
follow-ups for the wide presentation of this course unit. 

Inadequate Monitoring of 
Quantity and Quality of this 

course 

The content of the "Introduction to the Environment" 
course is not homogenized and correlated with the needs 

and concerns of each subject group in each faculty. 

Lack of Integration of the 
Content of this Course with 

Other Disciplines 

MSRT did not issue any circulars or executive guidelines 
Weakness in 

Communicating the 

 
Context 

condition 



 

 

 
Open Codes 

 
Central Codes 

 
Selective 

Codes 
for the presentation of environmental education, and all the 

deputies were unanimous that they did not receive a 
circular regarding the presentation of the "Introduction to 

the Environment" course. 

Importance of this course 

Lack of knowledge of the vice-chancellors about the 
presentation of the "Introduction to the Environment" 
course in the faculties and educational groups of the 

university. 

Lack of knowledge about the importance of providing the 
"Introduction to the Environment" course for the general 

students 

Lack of knowledge about the philosophy of presenting this 
course for the general students. 

The new vice-chancellors and university administrators in 
the field of education are unaware of the previous 

programs and efforts made to provide the "Introduction to 
the Environment" course. 

Leadership Transition and 
Discord among Education 

Managers 

Middle managers' perception of the change of general 
policies of the university in providing optional courses 

during the country's political changes 

Lack of consensus on the importance and necessity of 
providing environmental awareness courses among 

managers at different levels from the Ministry, Ferdowsi 
University of Mashhad, various faculties and educational 

groups 

It is not a priority to investigate the issue of providing or 
not providing the "Introduction to the Environment" course 

after the management changes that took place during the 
change of government 

Students not being informed about the design and 
presentation of such a course unit Lack of information and 

activism of students 
Not requiring students to present this course 



 

 

 
Open Codes 

 
Central Codes 

 
Selective 

Codes 

Lack of a specific lesson resource to know the content of 
this lesson unit and guide the lecturers' teaching flow 

Lack of textbooks and lack 
of transparency of 

curriculum 
 

Intervening 
conditions 

Failure to provide a curriculum for this course and not 
knowing its proposed content for discussion and review at 

the level of educational groups 

The unwillingness of vice-chancellors and educational 
groups to offer new and unknown courses 

Resistance to new content 
and instructors 

Lack of knowledge of assistants and educational groups 
regarding the lecturers proposed for this course 

Establishing a central headquarters and a monitoring center 
for the provision of this course at the level of the Ministry 

and requiring selected universities to submit a report on the 
quantitative and qualitative status of the provision of this 

course 
Creating the authority to 
present and monitor this 

lesson at the ministry level 

 

Holding coordination meetings for the quality monitoring 
of the presentation of the "Introduction to the 

Environment" course 

Pursuing the implementation of the directives of the 
Ministry by the highest supervisory levels of universities 

Mandatory presentation of the "Introduction to the 
Environment" course 

Compulsory presentation of 
this subject 

Writing a textbook, preferably compiled by the department, 
as the main source of teaching this subject 

Preparation of textbooks, 
curriculum and specialized 
group of lecturers for this 

subject 

Preparation of the curriculum document for this subject and 
publishing it for summoning officials and lecturers 



 

 

 
Open Codes 

 
Central Codes 

 
Selective 

Codes 
Compilation of special curriculum content with a 

combination of ecological basics and environmental 
conservation along with environmental issues related to the 

field/group 

Forming a group of lecturers with relevant expertise to 
coordinate content delivery 

Planning to combine theoretical education with 
experiencing nature in the form of field visits at the level of 

university campus, city, county, and even the country 

Planning to combine 
theoretical training with 

field visits awareness 

Consequences 

General education of all students and raising environmental 
awareness for future experts of the country 

Public education and 
environmental awareness 

Strengthening educational justice in the field of general 
environmental education at the national level 

Creating a platform for raising environmental awareness 
and motivating public mobilization in order to deal with 

environmental crises 

Creating and strengthening the capacities of environmental 
activism among students of various fields during the 

undergraduate period 

Strengthening the spirit of 
environmental activism in 

students 
Strengthening an interdisciplinary approach to 

environmental issues and problems and creating concern 
among students with different fields of study in order to 

solve these crises 

Coherence of environmental education-promotion activities 
at the level of higher education in the form of a single 

subject 
Organization of 

environmental education and 
nature experience at the 
level of higher education 

Creating an opportunity for students to experience nature 
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Figure 2. The Paradigmatic Model of the Current Research in Order to Explain the Marginalization of the 
Introduction to the Environment Course in MSRT with a Focus on Ferdowsi University of Mashhad 

(Research Findings, 2023)
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Diagram 3. The Essential Topics of the Environmental Education Course in Universities (Research Findings, 
2023) 
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