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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to identify the factors that cause the marginalization of the
presentation of the INTRODUCTION TO THE ENVIRONMENT course. The
research was conducted using a qualitative approach, specifically the Grounded Theory
Method, with the participation of professionals and experts in a Delphi panel. The
study's participants included teaching Vice-Chancellors of all faculties at Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Iran, specialized professors of the course, and executive
officials at the Department of the Environment of Razavi Khorasan Province. A semi-
structured interview was conducted through targeted sampling. The interviews
continued until theoretical saturation was reached, and the resulting transcripts were
analyzed and coded to identify the main and secondary topics. The results show that
the causal conditions for the marginalization of the course presentation are "non-
compulsory presentation," "conflict of interests among the presenters," "lack of
monitoring the quantity and quality of the presentation of this course," "lack of
integration of the course content across different academic disciplines," and "weakness
in informing and explaining the importance of presenting this course." The contextual
conditions include "management transition and conflict of views among educational
managers" and "lack of information and activism among students." The intervening
conditions are "lack of textbooks and curriculum transparency" and "resistance to new
contents and lecturers." Proposed strategies to address these issues include "creating
the authority to present and monitor the course," "making the course compulsory,"
"preparing textbooks, setting the curriculum, and establishing a specialized team of
lecturers," and "implementing sensory education." The predictable consequences of
implementing these strategies are ‘increasing environmental awareness,"
"strengthening the spirit of environmental activism among students," and "organizing
environmental education and nature experience at the higher education level." Finally,
the study presents a paradigm model that offers a comprehensive approach to higher
education policymakers.
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Diagram 1. Investigating the Causes of the Marginalization of Introduction to Environmental Science
Courses in Higher Education from the Point of View of the Vice-Chancellors of Education of Ferdowsi

University of Mashhad and the Competent Officials in the General Department of Environment of Khorasan
Razavi Province (Research Findings, 2023)
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Diagram 2. Investigating the Causes of the Marginalization of Introduction to Environmental Science

Courses in Higher Education from the Point of View of the Professors of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
(Research Findings, 2023)
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Table 1. Compression of the Items Extracted from the Text of the Semi-Structured Interviews in the form of
Open, Central and Selective Codes
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Open Codes Central Codes
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It is not mandatory to provide courses on environmental Lack O_f maqdate for

knowledge, and faculties prefer to offer tested courses from presenting this course

previous semesters
slooasitils )3 (oo 09,5 (piz (e gy Sy g (2l Sen pas
S8 e 395 9 Sl pole g Sladl g Conjlazme 5 (b Blie g5y5lts
ooy ploeudl (g950 4y aalg 0uSuiily K jo &)
There is a lack of convergence and unanimity among
several claimant groups in the faculties of agriculture,
natural resources, environment, literature, and humanities,

which leads to the lack of centrality in presenting
environmental education in a coherent way in a single

faculty.
pole 5 Sludl g (55)sliS ¢ qwdizen s pole (Goi> slaoasiasls (gledl
ol 3 e pole 0js> 53 ondadl)l slasly CuliS e sl ol ) plsse o @Bl 5108
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The faculties of law, administrative sciences, engineering, Conflict of Interest among
agriculture, and literature and humanities have claimed that claimants of this course e bl

the units provided in the field of environmental sciences

Causal
within their respective faculties are adequate and do not conditions
require additional environmental knowledge units.
snti > M ol by Cangjlagme cSLd oy &) dius 5355 0,5
ol &ishy 5 Uh?)f 9 dla.\i&)lb O
The problem of presenting the "Introduction to the
Environment" course is further complicated by
unresolved differences between the faculty and
various groups within the university, which are
intertwined with other issues.
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The content of the "Introduction to the Environment" Lack of Integration of the
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48 gy S5l 3ite (slao dad &S g2y e &g Cunw l Conjlas 5 ol ) ¢ s
) o O ) Context
lo2,S5 €8l o Cunjlaze cB Ll o &) (ogad 3 glasliisy Weakness in condition

MSRT did not issue any circulars or executive guidelines Communicating the
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for the presentation of environmental education, and all the Importance of this course

deputies were unanimous that they did not receive a
circular regarding the presentation of the "Introduction to
the Environment" course.
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Lack of knowledge of the vice-chancellors about the
presentation of the "Introduction to the Environment"
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university.
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programs and efforts made to provide the "Introduction to
the Environment" course.
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It is not a priority to investigate the issue of providing or
not providing the "Introduction to the Environment" course
after the management changes that took place during the
change of government
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Introduction to the Environment Course in MSRT with a Focus on Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
(Research Findings, 2023)
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2023)
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